
 

December 20, 2009            Four th Sunday of Advent 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Intentions 
 

For those who are ill: 
 

Mike Meyer, father of Don Meyer 
Mark Weston, parishioner 

Allison Novinger, parishioner 
Kristi Claeys, daughter of Don & Ardith Claeys 

Robin Aylesworth, niece of Pat Bigcraft 
Mary Niles, mother of Kevin Niles 

 
For those who have died: 

 
Roberto Arellano 

 
Family Faith Sharing:  Luke 1:39-45 
Mary went to the hill country of Judah to see her cousin, 
Elizabeth, who was going to have a baby.  When Mary 
greeted Elizabeth, the baby in her womb began to move and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  She said to Mary, 
“God has blessed you more that all other women and has 
blessed the baby in your womb.  The Lord has blessed you 
because you believed in His promise.”   We honor Mary be-
cause she became the Mother of Jesus by saying “ yes”  to 
God.  Mary’s faith in God is what makes her special. 
 
How can we say “ yes”  to God, as Mary did, and bring Je-
sus to the world? 

Not Every Christmas is Merry 
 
Christmas isn’ t always “ comfort and joy” .  For some it is 
“ the fears of all the years” .  Those whose families are trou-
bled with addiction, abuse or just indifference may see the 
holidays as something to survive or avoid.  Unrealistic ex-
pectations for “a better Christmas this year”  can become a 
set up for disappointment. 
 
Although for many the season consists of happy memories 
and more to be fostered, for some families the Holy Day 
often ends in disaster (and it may have started and persisted 
in disaster).  A family fight, an embarrassing episode, or 
demeaning comments can make a person question why they 
even try to “ celebrate”  the season. 
 
The human family can be quite dysfunctional.  Jesus was 
born into the Holy Family and had a perfect Mother and an 
attentive foster father in Joseph.  But his “ siblings”  started 
harassing him from the start.  No one in Bethlehem would 
let the Holy Family into their homes or hearts, so they had 
to stay in a stable on the night Jesus was born (Luke 2:8).  
The jealous King Herod tried to have Jesus killed.  And his 
soldiers were willing to carry out the murder of all the infant 
boys in and around Bethlehem (Matthew 2:26ff). 
 
Then as Jesus got older he was mocked, imprisoned, tor-
tured and then put to death by the human family he came to 
love.  Sounds pretty dysfunctional to me.  But Jesus – who 
loved sinners – did not foster hatred, but mercy toward his 
persecutors: “ Father, forgive them, they know not what they 
are doing.”  (Luke 23:34)  They were not able to see that he 
was God, but he could see that they were children of God.  
This is the vision that Jesus came to teach us: It abhors cru-
elty, but still loves the sinner. 
 
God has given life and dignity to us all. No one can take that 
away from us, no matter how poorly we are treated.  And 
none of us has the right to assault the dignity of another. 
 
In challenging families it is important to have realistic ex-
pectations and to protect one’s self, but still to treat every-
one with respect and hold on to the hope which is borne 
from the reality that everyone is stil l a child of God. At 
times they may not look like their Father in heaven, nor like 
their Brother, Jesus, but their fundamental dignity remains. 
 
Have a holy Christmas. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Fr. John Kerns 
Parish Priest 

Year for Priests 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 PM at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30 AM at Portland Community College 
Rock Creek Campus Gym, Portland, OR. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00 AM Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested donation 
of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 
  

Masses Intentions for this Week: 
 
Dec 21 � � �     No AM Mass 
Dec 22 � � �             � �Robert Tollefson by  
      Doug and Julie Tollefson 
Dec 23 � � �   Open Intention 
Dec 24  � 	 ur  Open Intention  
Dec 25 
 � �  Open Intention 
Dec 26 
 � �  Open Intention 
Dec 27 
 � �   � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ��  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30 PM before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Communion 
taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 
December  20 

Four th Sunday of  
Advent 

December 27 
Feast of  

the Holy Family 

First  
Reading Micah 5:1-4a Sirach 3:2-6,12-14 

Second 
Reading Hebrews 10: 5-10 Colossians 3:12-21 

Gospel Luke 1:39-45 Luke 2:41-52 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 
Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  
Bulletin: Nanette Martin at nmartin@stjuandiego.org 

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish.  

December 12 & 13  $  4627.00        544 People 

Faith Formation 
2010 Schedule:  No class:  Dec 20, 27, Jan 3 
   Class:  Jan 10, 17, 24, 31 

For complete schedule www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm 
 

Confirmation Retreat :  January 8-10, 2010 in Lincoln City.  
Permission slips are required and can be found on the web-
site:  www.stjuandiego.org/confirmation.htm.  We need a few 
more chaperones, especially to help with transportation.  
Contact Bridget if you can help, bbecker@stjuandiego.org. 

Called to Protect Safe Environment Training:  Jan 10, 2009 
after Mass in the Auditorium of Building 7.  We will be 
presenting Called to Protect for Families and Called to 
Protect for Ministries.  Anyone who volunteers in our Faith 
Formation programs is required to complete this training.  We 
also require a background check every three years for those 
working with youth and children. 

Abuse statistics are startling.  Before the age of 18, one in 
four girls and one in eight boys will be sexually abused.  And 
60% of abusers are people who are known to the child and his 
or her family.  But, abuse doesn’ t have to happen.  As a 
parent, you are the primary protector of your children.  Their 
safety is up to you.  As a Church, we are committed to help-
ing you fulfill this tremendous responsibility.  St. Juan Diego 
Parish invites you to attend educational sessions titled Called 
to Protect for Parents and Families which teaches parents 
and family members how to help prevent child sexual abuse.  

Tonight at the Grotto, St. Juan Diego Hand Bell Choir:    
Dec 20 at 6pm and 7pm.  Please come and support our 
talented musicians.  Also enjoy the Grotto’s Annual 
Festival of Lights, celebrating their 22nd anniversary, 
including puppet shows, a petting zoo, and a dramatic 
living-history theater program. 

Faith Formation Committee Nominations:  Two open posi-
tions on the Faith Formation Committee.  Names can be given 
to any Faith Formation committee member and placed in 
Bridget’s Basket or email nominations to Bridget Becker 
(bbecker@stjuandiego.org) by December 25th. 

Pennies For Peace Drive: SJD Middle School service project.  
This project was founded in 1993 by Dr. Greg Mortensen, 
author of Three Cups of Tea.  Proceeds will support his mis-
sion to build and furnish schools for children in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.  See www.penniesforpeace.org. for more infor-
mation.  Please consider supporting our middle-schoolers as 
they promote peace through education.  Donation canisters 
and a picture display will be at the entrance of church.   

SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to 
1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  For more information 
contact Mike Cooney at mike@cooneys.us.  All are welcome. 



 

 
You Can Make a Difference  

Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend. 

~Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of St Juan Diego parishioners: 
� � $300 of gift cards were distributed to the needy for Thanksgiving meals through the Hillsboro Boys and Girls Club. 
� � 500 pounds of food was collected for St. Matthew©s St. Vincent De Paul. 
� � 300 meals, desserts, and overnight stays have been provided for the homeless at the Shelter at Orenco Station. 
� � 20 needy families in our community  have been adopted and will be provided with food and more than 60 gift cards. 
� � 12 families from Jerry©s apartments will be provided with many needed items and gifts for  Christmas.   

 
Thank you for your acts of generosity and kindness!  You have made a difference. 

Building Campaign Update, December 20, 2009 
 

Visit our Building Blog, www.stjuandiego.org. 
And view the link below  

  
 
 
This Christmas Season, St. Juan Diego would like you to 
consider making a gift toward the furnishing of our new 
church.  While our building project has progressed extremely 
well, our funding efforts have focused entirely on the 
building itself and not the furnishings.  View our gift catalog 
and you will find a variety of items ranging from $750 to 
$25.  In looking through the catalog as a family, an individ-
ual or on behalf of a loved one, please consider allocating 
some of your Christmas dollars to help furnish St. Juan 
Diego’s new church.  Make your gift by Friday, December 
18th and receive a gift acknowledgement that you can put in 
a stocking or under the tree.  To make your gift, please 
contact the parish office. 503.644.1617. 
Thank You!  We have received donations totaling over 
$7000 toward the purchase of the following items in our Gift 
Catalog: Altar, Ambo, and Presider’s Chair Design, Votive 
Tree, Ciborium, Sanctuary Lamp, Consecration Candle 
Holders, Chalice, .and six stations of the cross.  Thank you 
for your prayerful consideration and generosity. 
Construction costs are estimated at $5,150,00 and we have 
received pledges totaling $4,933,928.  The Campaign Con-
tinuation Committee continues to seek new pledges.  Please 
be open to their calls.  If you would like to make or extend a 
pledge please contact Nanette.  We appreciate the generous 
support of all of our parishioners.  Thank you and thank God! 
 
Calling all Girl Scouts:  I’ m updating my database of Girl 
Scouts and Leaders who attend St. Juan Diego parish.  This 
list is used for coordinating Girl Scout Sunday, cookie sales, 
and possible service projects.  Do you have a daughter who is 
a Girl Scout?  Are you a Girl Scout leader?  Please email 
Lynn Parker, Lynn@iParker.net.  Thank you! 

From the Social Justice Committee 

End of the Year Donation:  Complete your Parish or Building 
Pledges by the end of the year to be included in your 2009 tax 
donation report.  Many have inquired about making donations 
of stock.  This is beneficial to both you and to the parish.  It 
gives you an opportunity to take advantage of the value of your 
stock and make a donation without taxation.  Call Kathy or 
Nanette at the office to email you the forms or pick them up 
from the Admin table at Mass.  Thank you for your faithful 
support to the parish. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Mass 
� Thursday December 24, Family Mass  

5 pm, PCC Rock Creek Gym 
 

Christmas Day Mass 
� Friday, December 25 

9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym 
 

Feast of the Holy Family 
� Saturday, December 26  
5 pm, St. Gabriel Church  
� Sunday, December 27  

9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym 
 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
� Friday, January 1, 2010  

9:30 am, St. Gabriel Church 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
� Saturday, January 2, 2010 

5 pm, St. Gabriel Church  
� Sunday, January 3, 2010  

9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym 


