
 

December 13, 2009              Third Sunday of Advent 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Intentions 
 

For those who are ill: 
 

Mark Weston, parishioner 
Allison Novinger, parishioner 

Kristi Claeys, daughter of Don & Ardith Claeys 
Robin Aylesworth, niece of Pat Bigcraft 

 
For those who have died: 

 
Alice Post, aunt of Tony Tomich 

 

 
 
Family Faith Sharing:  Luke 3:10-18 
In today’s Gospel different groups of people ask John the 
Baptist what they should do to be ready for the coming of 
Jesus.  Each group asked the same question:  “What must we 
do?  John told them that they should share with those who 
have less, and should be kind and fair to others. 
 
Do you have a program in your parish or community that 
gives gifts to people who don’ t have much?  How can your 
family help?  What other programs in your parish help the 
needy?  How can you offer your time and talent to those or-
ganizations?  What gifts has God given you that you can 
share with others? 

7th Anniversary: 
¡Felicidades! 

 
It was on December 9th, 2002, the Feast of St. Juan Diego, 
that 300 people were present to celebrate our first Mass as a 
parish.  We met at Christ Church (near the DMV off Corne-
lius Pass Rd.).  Our parish had been founded on July 31, 
2002 on the very date that Pope John Paul II (of happy 
memory) was in Mexico to celebrate the canonization of our 
Patron Saint.  We continued to celebrate Masses once a 
month (January 6 Feast of the Epiphany, February 3 St. 
Blaise Day, and March 17 St. Patrick’s Day) until we could 
establish ourselves weekly at PCC-Rock Creek starting on 
Palm Sunday, April 13, 2003.  400 were in attendance that 
first day. 
 
Now we have about 430 households registered with about 
600 people attending on each weekend.  We have many ac-
tive ministries and currently are building a church.  We 
won’ t be in the new church in time to celebrate the anniver-
sary of our founding, but definitely by next December 9th. 
 
The date of completion shifts as progress is either hindered 
or jumps ahead.  Last month an October completion was 
considered, this month a September completion looks possi-
ble.  It can still go either way.  The contractors build in 
about 3 weeks of “ weather contingency” . 
 
Many of you have made contributions for the “ gift cata-
logue” .  These Christmas gifts will help us to move ahead 
on all the details of church furnishings. 
 
At the same time, many of you are gifting our brothers and 
sisters who are in great need.  Many have help through the 
Shelter at Orenco Station (SOS), the giving tree, and the    
St. Vincent de Paul “ adopt a family”  opportunities.  Many 
of you have dedicated yourselves to the spiritual education 
of our children from pre-school through high school age.  
Every Sunday people come early to set up for Mass, to pro-
vide liturgical ministries and help put things away.  New 
moms appreciate the parishioners who provide support at 
the time of childbirth and all the life-adjustments that it in-
volves. Those who are homebound due to age or illness still 
feel a part of this parish because of parishioners who take 
the Eucharist to them.  Our parish health ministry keeps on 
monitoring our blood pressure, among other things. 
 
These and many other generous activities make St. Juan 
Diego Catholic Church a cozy spiritual home these 7 years.  
Thank you. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Fr. John Kerns 
Parish Priest 

Year for Priests 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 PM at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30 AM at Portland Community College 
Rock Creek Campus Gym, Portland, OR. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00 AM Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 
  

Masses Intentions for this Week: 
 
Dec 14 � � �     No AM Mass 
Dec 15 � � �             � �Robert Tollefson by  
      Doug and Julie Tollefson 
Dec 16 � � �   Open Intention 
Dec 17  � 	 ur  Open Intention  
Dec 18 
 � �  Mass Laurel Parc 
Dec 19 
 � �  Open Intention 
Dec 20 
 � �   � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ��  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30 PM before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 
December  13 

Third Sunday of 
Advent 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday of  

Advent 

First  
Reading Zephaniah 3:14-18a Micah 5:1-4a 

Second 
Reading Philippians 4:4-7 Hebrews 10: 5-10 

Gospel Luke 3:10-18 Luke 1:39-45 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 
Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  
Bulletin: Nanette Martin at nmartin@stjuandiego.org 

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish.  

December 5 & 6   $  5,561.50        586 People 

November Total Contributions: $43,989.37      2662 People 
October Total Contributions: $36,207.01      2030 People 

Faith Formation 
2010 Schedule:  No class: Dec 20, 27, Jan 3 
   Jan 10,17, 24, 31 
 

For complete schedule www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm 
 

Confirmation Retreat :  January 8-10, 2010 in Lincoln City.  
Permission slips are required and can be found on the web-
site:  www.stjuandiego.org/confirmation.htm.  We could use 
a few more chaperones, especially to help with transportation.  
Contact Bridget if you can help, bbecker@stjuandiego.org. 

7th Annual Youth Group Christmas Party: Friday, Dec 18 
This event includes a Home Mass/potluck Christmas Dinner 
and white elephant gift exchange. We will begin the festivi-
ties at 6pm at the Curl home, 3300 NW 151st Place, Portland. 

Faith Formation Committee Nominations:  Two open posi-
tions on the Faith Formation Committee.  See flyer in this 
weekend’s bulletin for more information.  Names should be 
given to any Faith Formation committee member and 
placed in Bridget’s Basket or email nominations to Bridget 
Becker (bbecker@stjuandiego.org) by December 25th. 

Pennies For Peace Drive: SJD Middle School service pro-
ject.  This project was founded in 1993 by Dr. Greg 
Mortensen, author of Three Cups of Tea.  Proceeds will sup-
port his mission to build and furnish schools for children in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan.  See www.penniesforpeace.org. 
for more information.  Please consider supporting our mid-
dle-schoolers as they promote peace through education.  Do-
nation canisters and a picture display will be at the entrance 
of church.   

Congratulations to those who made their  
First Reconciliation  

on December 12, 2009 
 

Zachary Aguilar 
Jacob Bieren 

Marielle Cadsawan 
Ava Cairns 

Zachary Carlson 
Jack Casey 
Stella Coste 
Mei Dach 

Ally Dulong 
Arthur Henry Fornia 

Marissa George 
Sofie Guglielmi 

Saksen Hathaway 
Wyatt Holland  

 
Olivia Hopes 

Lucy Huelskamp 
Yasmeen Koborsi 

Austin Smith 
Rachel Maclay 
Grace Miller 
Emma Olson 
Emily Quandt 

Hannah Salazar 
Hannah Sprow 
Ian Thompson 
Mia Tierney 

Benjamin Van Hoomissen 
Anna Wagnon  



 

You Can Make a Difference 
 

Font Size:  Drop a font size when printing your documents and you will save both and ink and paper! 
 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays:  Volunteers and Gift Cards Needed:  4 more volunteers needed to adopt families.  Includes 
contacting the family about their needs, providing a $25 Fred Meyer gift card for each family member, picking up food boxes on 
Dec 19th and delivering.  You may also provide gifts if you wish.  If you are unable to provide gift cards, Social Justice will 
supplement.  Contact Ken and Karen David for more information, thedavidfam@gmail.com or 503.645.0895. 

Building Campaign Update, December 6, 2009 
 

Visit our Building Blog, www.stjuandiego.org. 
And view the link below  

 
  
 
 

This Christmas Season, St. Juan Diego would like you to 
consider making a gift toward the furnishing of our new 
church.  While our building project has progressed extremely 
well, our funding efforts have focused entirely on the 
building itself and not the furnishings.  View our gift catalog 
and you will find a variety of items ranging from $750 to 
$25.  In looking through the catalog as a family, an individ-
ual or on behalf of a loved one, please consider allocating 
some of your Christmas dollars to help furnish St. Juan 
Diego’s new church.  Make your gift by Friday, December 
18th and receive a gift acknowledgement that you can put in 
a stocking or under the tree.  To make your gift, please 
contact the parish office. 503.644.1617. 

Thank You!  We have received donations totaling over 
$6000 toward the purchase of the following items in our Gift 
Catalog:  Altar Design, Ambo Design, Votive Tree, Cibor-
ium, Sanctuary Lamp, Consecration Candle Holders, and 
Chalice.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration and 
generosity. 

Construction costs are estimated at $5,150,00 and we have 
received pledges totaling $4,933,928.  The Campaign Con-
tinuation Committee continues to seek new pledges.  Please 
be open to their calls.  If you would like to make or extend a 
pledge please contact Nanette.  We appreciate the generous 
support of all of our parishioners.  Thank you and thank God!   

From the Social Justice Committee 

.St. Juan Diego Hand Bell Choir and Choir will 
perform at The Grotto on Sun, Dec 20 at 6pm and 
7pm.  Enjoy the Grotto’s Annual Festival of Lights, 
celebrating their 22nd anniversary, including puppet 
shows, a petting zoo, and a dramatic living-history 
theater program. 

SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to 
1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  For more information 
contact Mike Cooney at mike@cooneys.us.  All are welcome. 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Reconciliation Service 
� Tuesday, December 15, 2009  

7 pm, Holy Trinity Church 
 

Christmas Eve Mass 
� Thursday December 24, Family Mass  

5 pm, PCC Rock Creek Gym 
 

Christmas Day Mass 
� Friday, December 25 

9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym 
 

Feast of the Holy Family 
� Saturday, December 26  
5 pm, St. Gabriel Church  
� Sunday, December 27  

9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym 
 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
� Friday, January 1, 2010  

9:30 am, St. Gabriel Church 
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
� Saturday, January 2, 2010 

5 pm, St. Gabriel Church  
� Sunday, January 3, 2010  

9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym 

End of the Year Donation:  Be sure to write your checks to 
complete your Parish or Building Pledges by the end of the 
year to be included in your 2009 tax donation report.  Many 
have inquired about making donations of stock.  This is bene-
ficial to both you and to the parish.  It gives you an opportu-
nity to take advantage of the value of your stock and use that 
as your donation without taxation.  It makes the parish the 
beneficiary of your foresight and generosity. Call Kathy or 
Nanette at the office to email you the forms or pick them up 
from the Admin table at Mass.  Thank you for your faithful 
support to the parish. 


