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Second Sunday of Advent

Birthday Presents?

On my 51% Birthday | woke up in a homeless shelter. It was
the first night of the Shelter @ Orenco Station (SOS) and |
was one of the overnight hosts. Our parish is participating
in that program with Sonrise Church and other neighboring
churches. This past week was the responsibility of St. Juan
Diego Church.

Tuesday night we hosted 4 single men, they we very appre-
ciative of all we were able to provide: A warm place to stay,
asimple dinner and coffee and breakfast in the morning.
They also had access to showers, we were able to give them
some clean clothes and wash some they had been wearing
for many days straight. But still, when they left around
7:00AM it wasonly 32° outside. They need our help. Ken
and Karen David and Barb Upson will let us know when
they need usto step up in the coming weeks.

Something else that made me happy on my birthday was
that we finally poured the first foundation for the church.

At Kathy Y ee' s suggestion, | blessed a religious medal that
has St. Juan Diego on one side and Our Lady of Guadalupe
on the other and then threw it into the foundation. Later that
evening your Pastoral Council met to discuss the transition
process into our new church. We have alot of challenges
ahead and even more opportunities!

This brings up another unique opportunity that we will have
when we open our church. Therewill bealot of interestin
the new church in the neighborhood. I magine us organizing
ourselves to go door-to-door as friendly neighborsto let
people know about the church. Some of those houses will
have Catholics in them who may choosetojoin us or, if they
have been inactive, to come back to church. There may also
be others who are searching for God in their life. All we
need to do is say: “Hi. I’'m from the new Catholic church
being built. Wejust want you to know that we will be mov-
ing in soon and hereis alittle information about our parish.”
Then we can give them a pamphlet. How hard can that be?
We need to give the Holy Spirit a sporting chance, don’t
you think?

Y our brother in Christ,

Fr. John Kerns
Parish Priest

Family Faith Sharing: Luke 3:1-6

God spoke to a man named John who was living in the de-
sert. After hearing God' s Word, John went around the
whole area of Jordan telling people to turn away fromsin
and prepare the path for Jesus to come into their hearts

Sinis like aroadblock on our path to God and can keep us
from fully inviting Jesus into our hearts. Fortunately, we
have aloving and merciful God who offers us forgiveness
and healing fromsin..

What are some things that are in the way of our path to
God? What would you like Jesusto forgive in you? Who
can you offer forgivenessto? Go to your parish penance
service as a family this Advent!

Prayer Intentions

For those who areill:

Mark Weston, parishioner
Allison Novinger, parishioner
Kristi Claeys, daughter of Don & Ardith Claeys
Robin Aylesworth, niece of Pat Bigcraft

Our Mission
We are St. Juan Diego Parish,
a welcoming Roman Catholic community
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and
evangelize as we gather avibrant, diverse, multi-cultural
People of God dedicated to proclaiming
the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Chridt.




Scripture Readings

December 6 December 13
Second Sunday of Third Sunday of
Advent Advent
i Baruch 5:1-9 Zephaniah 3:14-18a
meoding  Philippians 1:4-6,8-11 Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel Luke 3:1-6 Luke 3:10-18

Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil Mass. 5:00 PM at St. Gabriel Episcopal
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR.

Sunday Mass: 9:30 AM at Portland Community College
Rock Creek Campus Gym, Portland, OR.

Weekday Masses: 8:00 AM Massat Fr. Kerns' home at
17189 NW Stoller Dr. Look for the statue of Our Lady of
Guadalupe near the front door. See schedule below.

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact
or email Nanette Martin at the office. The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention.

Masses | ntentions for this Week:

Dec7 No AM Mass
Dec8 Open Intention
Dec9 Open Intention
Dec 10 ur Open Intention
Dec 11 Mass Rock Creek Retirement Center
Jerry Davidson by Mary Davidson
Dec 12 Vinh Nguyen
, by Tam & Theresa Nguyen
Dec 13 ﬁ%ﬁ

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Fr. Kernswill be
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30 PM before Mass.
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound: Please call Kathy
at the officeif you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital.

Home Mass: Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses.

St. Juan Diego Directory

Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest

email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org

phone: 503.533.4541
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon

email: jriherd@archdpdx.org
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon

email: desmarai sS@comcast.net
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate

email: kyee@stjuandiego.org
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation

email :bbecker @stjuandiego.org
Nanette Martin, Office Manager

email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator

email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org

Office: 1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229.
Phone: 503.644.1617, call first to FAX

Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Web site: www.Stjuandiego.org

Bulletin: Nanette Martin at nmartin@stjuandiego.org
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Faith Formation

December 6, 13
No class: Dec 20, 27, Jan 3
Jan 10,17, 24, 31

For complete schedule www.stjuandiego.org/abe.htm

2009 Schedule:

First Reconciliation: Dec 12, 9am, Holy Trinity Church,
Beaverton. Be sureto hand in a copy of your child’s Baptism
certificate if you have not done so already.

Holocaust Survivor, Alter Weiner, will speak to Middle and
High School Youth: Dec 6, 11amto 12:15pmin the Audito-
rium of Building 7. Mr. Weiner's story istold in his book
Froma Name to a Number. He now spends his time sharing
his story throughout Oregon and Washington. Parents are
encouraged to attend.

Confirmation Session #3: December 13 from 11:00am to
12:15pmin the Auditorium of Building 7. The Confirmation
retreat will be January 8-10, 2010. For more information on
Confirmation check www.stjuandiego.org/confirmation.htm.

Christmas Celebration: December 13 will be our last class
before Christmas. We would like to have sometreatsin the
atrium area of Building 7. If you can help please contact
Bridget: bbecker @stjuandiego.org.

7" Annual Youth Group Christmas Party: Friday, Dec 18
This event includes a Home Mass/potluck Christmas Dinner
and white elephant gift exchange. We will begin the festivities
at 6pm at the Curl home, 3300 NW 151st Place, Portland.
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Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve Mass
Thursday, December 24, Family Mass
5 pm, PCC Rock Creek Gym

Christmas Day Mass
Friday, December 25
9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym

Feast of the Holy Family
Sat, Dec 26 5 pm, St. Gabriel Church
Sun, Dec 27 9:30 am, PCC Rock Creek Gym

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Fri,Jan1 9:30 am, St. Gabrid Church

Epiphany of theLord
Sat, Jan2 5 pm, St. Gabriel Church
Sun,Jan3 9:30 am, St. Gabriel Church
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Thank you for your generous support of our parish.

November 28th & 29th 471 people $4,805.75
Thanksgiving Collection for St. Vincent de Paul ~ $ 725.00
Catholic Campaign for Human Devel opment $1,479.33




From the Social Justice Committee:;
You Can Make a Difference

The question is not what a man can scorn, or
disparage, or find fault with, but what can he love,
and value, and appreciate.

~John Rushkin

7 Second Sunday Collection: Next Saturday

¥ and Sunday are the 2nd of the Month. Please
bring food donations for the Offertory Collec-
tion. Also bring used batteriesandthe .«
plastics you can't recycle curbside and Social é
Justice will recycle them for you. L
Adopt a Family for the Holidays: 20 volunteers
needed to adopt families. Includes contacting the
family about their needs, providing a $25 Fred Meyer
gift card for each family member, picking up food
boxes on Dec 19th and delivering. You may also
provide giftsif you wish. If you are unableto pro-
vide gift cards, Social Justice will supplement.
Family information will be available by Thanksgiv-
ing. Sign ups available at the Advent Fair. Contact

Ken and Karen David for more information,
thedavi dfam@gmail.com or 503.645.0895.

Gift Cards Needed for Adopt a Family: $25 Fred
Meyer gift cards needed to supplement Adopt a
Family for the Holidays. Purchase gift card through
school script programs or write a check to SID and
we'll buy them for you! Contact Ken and Karen
David for more information. Please donate by Dec 13

Building Campaign Update, December 6, 2009

Visit our Building Blog, www.stjuandiego.org.
And view the link below

This Christmas Season, St. Juan Diego would like
you to consider making a gift toward the furnishing
of our new church. While our building project has
progressed extremely well, our funding efforts have
focused entirely on the building itself and not the
furnishings. View our gift catalog and you will find
avariety of items ranging from $750 to$25. In
looking through the catalog as a family, an individ-
ual or on behalf of aloved one, please consider
allocating some of your Christmas dollarsto help
furnish St. Juan Diego’ s new church. Make your
gift by Friday, Dec 18th and receive a gift acknowl-
edgement that you can put in a stocking or under the
tree. To make your gift, please contact the parish
office. 503.644.1617.

Construction costs are estimated at $5,150,00 and
we have received pledges totaling $4,933,928. The
Campaign Continuation Committee continues to
seek new pledges. Please be opentother calls. If
you would like to make or extend a pledge please
call Nanette at the office or email at
nmartin@stjuandiego.org. We appreciate the gen-
erous support of all of our parishioners. Thank you
and thank God!

St. Juan Diego Living Nativity:

Sat, Dec 19, 10amto noon. This
event happens every other year, so
be sureto catch thisyear’s Living
Nativity at the Plep’sfarm. Help

, % needed with directing traffic and
donations of holiday treats. Contact
Bridget if you can help, bbecker @stjuandiego.org.

Faith Formation Committee Nominations: We are
looking to fill two positions on the Faith Formation
Committee. Nominations are due by December 25.
Parishioners who are especially interested in Adult
Faith Formation are encouraged to apply. The pur-
pose of the Faith Formation Committeeis to promote,
organize, and facilitate faith formation in the parish.
The responsibilities include monthly meetings which
are 1.5 hourslong. Members are also expected to as-
sist with pertinent tasks outside the regular mestings.
Names should be given to any Faith Formation com-
mittee member and place in Bridget’s Basket or
email nominations to Bridget Becker

(bbecker @stjuandiego.org) by December 25th.

Building
Campaign
Thermometer

Phase 1 Cost
Million $

50 5.15

4.9

.St. Juan Diego Hand Bell Choir and Choir
N will be performing at The Grotto on Sunday,
5 Dec 20 at 69m and 7_pm. Enjoy th(_e Grott(_)’ s
Annual Festival of Lights, celebrating their
22nd anniversary thisyear. Thefestival includes
puppet shows, a petting zoo, and a dramatic living-

history theater program.

() 1 ¢

Pledges/ Gifts

SID Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to 1pm at
the Bethany Village Godfathers. For more information contact Mike

Cooney at mike@cooneys.us. All are welcome.

Young Adult Home Mass. Friday, December 11. We will begin
with Mass at 6pm followed by a potluck dinner and a white ee-
phant gift exchange at the Brayko' s home. Contact Kristy for

moreinformation: kristinmbrice@gmail.com.

Around the Archdiocese

Annual Benefit for Saint Child/The House of Ruth: “Voices of Hope
Choir Concert”. Sat, Dec 12, 7pm, Valley Catholic High School. All
proceeds go to benefit Saint Child, a St. Juan Diego Social Justice spon-
sored group. Call Marcy Magill with questions 503.799.5216.




