
 

November 29, 2009                First Sunday of Advent 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Intentions 
 

For those who are ill:  
Gordon Reuland 

Mark Weston 
Allison Novinger 

Don Claeys 
Kristi Claeys 

Bill Ross 
Robin Aylesworth, niece of Pat Bigcraft 

 
For those who have died:  

Robert McQuarry, former business manager, Archdiocese 
Tom Campbell, friend of Steve and Mary Lourdes Young 
Msgr. Morton Park, priest for the Archdiocese of Portland 

Robert Tollefson, nephew of Doug & Julie Tollefson  
and Sharon & Bruce Shueller 

Helen Swanson, former parishioner 

 
 
Family Faith Sharing:  Luke 21:25-28,34-36 
Today’s Gospel talks about the return of Jesus at the end of 
time.  When some people see the signs of Jesus’  return they 
will be afraid.  But faithful believers have nothing to fear!  
Don’ t spend time worrying, instead, continue to pray and 
behave in ways that are pleasing to God. 
What can we do to make our lives more pleasing to God?  
What do we need to change?  Can we make more time to 
pray?  What can we do for others?  

 
Thank God for Msgr. Morton Park 

 
This past Thanksgiving Day there were thousands of Orego-
nians (maybe even tens of thousands) who were thanking 
God for the love and generosity of Msgr. Morton Park.  
These thousands owe much of their lives to him. 
 
From 1960 to 1981, then Fr. Park was the director of Catho-
lic Charities of Oregon.  In that time he facilitated thousands 
of adoptions.  In 1975, after the fall of Saigon, he coordi-
nated the resettlement of the Vietnamese refugees (in col-
laboration with Bishop Paul Waldschmidt and Cecilia 
Baricevic).  He assisted in the resettlement of many other 
refugees as well from Bosnia, Cuba and various African 
nations, to name a few.  I have met many refugees who have 
told me that they owe their lives to him. 
 
Those refugees are now American citizens and celebrate 
Thanksgiving Day (and many other national holidays) with 
more fervor and heart-felt gratitude than many of us native-
born Americans.  I am inspired by their stories of despera-
tion that led to great courage in their lives; their gratitude for 
the freedoms that I often take for granted; and their appre-
ciation for the generous souls, such as Msgr. Park, who 
made such great sacrifices to make them feel welcome.  Of-
ten Catholic Charities would have exhausted their resources 
when another family would show up on Msgr. Parks’s door-
step and he would always make room for more.  As Msgr. 
Dennis O’Donovan wrote, “ Fr. Park was legendary for his 
care for the poor and his unselfish service on behalf of refu-
gees.”  
 
In this Year for Priests we can see in Msgr. Park an inspira-
tional servant of God and a good shepherd.  Msgr. Park died 
on Sunday, November 15, at the age of 84.  He had been a 
priest for 57 years. 
 
This new Advent season calls us to similar charity.  May we 
be eager to respond and welcome into our hearts those who 
are poor and homeless, those who are refugees, and those 
who are marginalized.  It is Christ whom we serve in them. 
 
 Your brother in Christ, 
 
 Fr. John Kerns 
Parish Priest 

Year for Priests 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 PM at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30 AM at Portland Community College 
Rock Creek Campus Gym, Portland, OR. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00 AM Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 
  
Masses Intentions for this Week: 
 
Nov 30 � � �           No AM Mass 
Dec 1 � � �           Open Intention 
Dec 2 � � �      � � � �Open Intention 
Dec 3 � 	 ur       �   Open Intention  
Dec 4 
 � �  
        No AM Mass 
Dec 5 � � �       � �Lena Yee by Kathy and Cliff Yee 
Dec 6 � � �           � �� � � 
� � � 
� � � � ��  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30 PM before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 
November  29 

First Sunday of  
Advent 

December 6 
Second Sunday of 

Advent 

First  
Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16 Baruch 5:1-9 

Second 
Reading 1Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 Philippians 1:4-6,8-11 

Gospel Luke 21:25-28,34-36 Luke 3:1-6 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 
Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  
Bulletin: Nanette Martin at nmartin@stjuandiego.org 

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish.  
 

November 21/22  534 People    $5636.99 

Faith Formation 
2009 Schedule:  Advent Fair -No class Nov 29   
   December 6, 13 

 
For complete schedule  

www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm 

First Reconciliation:  Dec 12, 9am, Holy Trinity Church, 
Beaverton.  Be sure to hand in a copy of your child’s Baptism 
certificate if you have not done so already. 

Holocaust Survivor, Alter Weiner, will speak to Middle and 
High School Youth:  Dec 6, 11am to 12:15pm in the Audito-
rium of Building 7.  Mr. Weiner’s story is told in his book 
From a Name to a Number.  He now spends his time sharing 
his story throughout Oregon and Washington.  Parents are 
encouraged to attend. 

Thank You to the Youth Group for planning and participat-
ing in the Thanksgiving Mass:  This year the Youth Group is 
focusing on having greater participation during the Sunday 
liturgies, the first of which was our Thanksgiving Day Mass 
held on November 26.  We had well over 20 youth participat-
ing in all areas of the liturgy including: Greeters, Altar Serv-
ers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Music Ministers and 
Ushers.  Look for them to be serving our parish again soon.  It 
is such a joy to see them actively engaging in the ministries of 
the parish.  A special thanks to all the adult volunteers who are 
leading and guiding our youth. 

Confirmation Session #3:  December 13 from 11:00am to 
12:15pm in the Auditorium of Building 7.  The Confirmation 
retreat will be January 8-10, 2010. For more information on 
Confirmation check www.stjuandiego.org/confirmation.htm.   

Thanks to all volunteers who assisted at the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Assembly last weekend.  The St. Juan Diego hospital-
ity spirit was evident throughout the Assembly.  Volunteers 
were: Katy LaDu, Jackie Keil, Sr. Charlene Herinckx, Sr. 
Diana Jean Neumeyer, Marcy Magill, Nancy Nofziger, Ann 
McLaffery, Terry Peterson, Gail Wilhelms, and Don Meyer.  
You are truly appreciated.  Kathy Yee. 

Rosary Prayer Group, Saturday and Sunday:  Join 
us Dec 5-6th, and the first Saturday and Sunday of 
each month, and pray for families who have been 
effected by the current economy.  Saturday, 4:30pm 
youth room at St. Gabriel and Sunday, 9am bleach-
ers at PCC. 

St. Juan Diego Living Nativity:  Sat, Dec 
19, 10am to noon.  This event happens 
every other year, so be sure to catch this 
year’s Living Nativity at the Plep’s farm.  
Help needed with directing traffic and dona-
tions of some holiday treats.  Contact 
Bridget if you can help, 



 

Calling all Musicians!:  Musicians needed for 
Christmas Masses and the performance at the Grotto.  
Please contact Janette, jstrand@stjuandiego.org. 
File cabinet needed:  Do you have an old (or new!) 4 
drawer file cabinet that you would like to donate to 
the music ministry?  Please email Janette at 
jstrand@stjuandiego.org. 

From the Social Justice Committee: 

You Can Make a Difference 

Computers: enable energy savings modes; turn off 
your computer at night. 

 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays:  20 volunteers 
needed to adopt families.  Includes contacting the 
family about their needs, providing a $25 Fred Meyer 
gift card for each family member, picking up food 
boxes on Dec 19th and delivering.  You may also 
provide gifts if you wish.  If you are unable to pro-
vide gift cards, Social Justice will supplement.  
Family information will be available by Thanksgiv-
ing.  Sign ups available at the Advent Fair.  Contact 
Ken and Karen David for more information, 
thedavidfam@gmail.com or 503.645.0895. 

Gift Cards Needed for Adopt a Family:  $25 Fred 
Meyer gift cards needed to supplement Adopt a 
Family for the Holidays.  Purchase gift card through 
school script programs or write a check to SJD and 
we’ ll buy them for you!  Contact Ken and Karen 
David for more information. Please donate by Dec 13 

Retreat for Veterans, Active/Retired Military and 
their families.  Our Lady of Peace Retreat House, 
Dec 4-6.  Scholarships available.  For more informa-
tion call 503.649.7127 or www.olpretreat.org. 

Building Campaign Update, November 22nd 
 

Visit our Building Blog,  

www.stjuandiego.org. 
The final building permit has been issued! 

Construction costs are estimated at $5,150,00 and 
we have received pledges totaling $4,933,928.  The 
Campaign Continuation Committee continues to 
seek new pledges from those who request a “ call 
back”  and new parishioners.  Please be open to their 
calls.  If you would like to make or extend a pledge 
please call Nanette at the office or email at 
 nmartin@stjuandiego.org.  We appreciate the gen-
erous support of all of our parishioners.  Thank you 
and thank God! 

Phase 1 Cost 
Million $ 
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Pledges / Gifts 

Building  
Campaign  
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5.15 

Around the Archdiocese 

Advent Fair Today:  11am to 
12:30pm, following 9:30am Mass, 
PCC Rock Creek Gym.  Come and 
prepare for the birth of Christ! 
 

*  Make an advent wreath of fresh greens 
*  Craft Activities for adults and children 
*  Giving Trees 
*  Refreshments 
*  Family Traditions 
Contact Debbie Wells or Mary Lourdes Young with 
questions or to help, wdjwells@aol.com or 
marylourdesyoung@comcast.net. 
.SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 
11:30am to 1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  
For more information contact Mike Cooney at 
mike@cooneys.us.  All are welcome 

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
thanks you for your generous support of last week’s 
collection!  Because of your generosity, more low-
income people in the US will be able to break the 
cycle of poverty and improve their communities.  In 
these times when everyone’s budget is stretched, we 
are especially grateful for your support. 

All are invited to “ A Night before Christmas”  carol-
ing event.  Sat, Dec 12, 7:30pm, St. Clare Church, 
8535 SW 19th Ave, Portland.  Gather together in 
song, stories, and prayer, to celebrate the coming of 
our Lord.  Sponsored by the Filipino Seminarian 
Community.  Free will offering will be used to sup-
port the upcoming Santo Nino celebration at Mt. An-
gel Seminary. 

Advent Day Retreat with Father Dave Gutmann.  
“ The Days Are Coming– But Do Not Be Afraid” , 
Wed, Dec 2nd, 9am to 2pm, Our Lady of Peace Re-
treat House.  To register call 503.649.7127 or email 
sisters@olpretreat.org.  Suggested donation of $25, 
lunch included. 

Annual Benefit for Saint Child/The House of Ruth:  “ Voices of Hope 
Choir Concert” .  Sat, Dec 12, 7pm, Valley Catholic High School.  All 
proceeds go to benefit Saint Child, a St. Juan Diego Social Justice spon-
sored group.  Call Marcy Magill with questions 503.799.5216. 

Multicultural Center at PCC is collecting glasses for the people of 
Peru.  Please help by donating sun glasses, reading glasses, and pre-
scription glasses.  There will be a donation box available at Mass 

World AIDS Day Mass, Dec 1st to commemorate those who have died 
from AIDS and to remind us that many people around the world are still 
living with HIV and AIDS.  We will pray for all people who are af-
fected by the disease and include the healing ritual for people who want 
to participate.  Bishop Kenneth Steiner presiding. 7pm St. Andrew Par-
ish, 806 NE Alberta.  RSVP to genehornof@comcast.net. 


