
 

October 11, 2009            28th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
Prayer Intentions 

 
For those who are ill: 

 
Ralph McLenithan, parishioner 

Alice David, mother of Ken David 
James Morin, father of Julie Marcantuono 

Bill Ross, father of Aurea Taylor 
Mark Weston, parishioner 

Allison Novinger, parishioner 
Maurie Packer, parishioner 

Alexa Kleine, daughter of Pete and Lisa Kleine 
 

For those who have died: 
 

Robert Lyle Kelly, grandfather of Damascus Hopes 

Family Faith Sharing: 
Mark 10:17-30 
A young man comes to Jesus asking what 
he should do to get to heaven.  Jesus re-
minds him of the commandments, but the 
man insists that there must be more.  So 
Jesus tells him to sell everything he has, 
give the money to the poor, and to follow 
him.  Then the young man goes away 
sad, because he is rich and does not want 
to give that up.  Jesus tells his disciples 
how hard it is for someone with a lot of 

material wealth to enter the kingdom of God.  He says it 
would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a nee-
dle.  So the disciples wonder how anyone can get to heaven, 
but Jesus tell them all things are possible for God.  When 
Peter reminds Jesus that they have given up everything to 
follow him, Jesus promises them that anyone who does so 
will be richly rewarded. 
In Jesus’  time, wealth was considered a sign of God’s favor.  
So the disciples are amazed to hear Jesus say it’ s hard for a 
rich person to get into heaven.  Jesus says ‘all things are 
possible for God.’   Can you think of something God did that 
seemed impossible?  Sharing our material wealth with the 
poor is one way to “ give”  something up to follow Jesus.  
What else can we ‘give up’ to be good disciples? 
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Reverence for Persons 
 
 The Tenor of Debate 
 The American bishops annually set aside October as Re-
spect for Life Month. Their approach to the life issues has 
been consistent and respectful.  But in other circles the vitri-
olic way in which the issue of abortion is debated causes me 
great concern.  If, while promoting “ respect for life” , we 
show no respect for the lives of those with whom we dis-
agree, then why should anyone listen to us?  Our methods 
can contradict our message. 
 
 Principles 
 Life begins at conception.  Our faith celebrates the con-
ception of Jesus as the moment God became incarnate.  We 
remember the conception of Mary as a key moment in God’s 
plan of salvation.  We know that our lives came into exis-
tence the moment we were conceived.  Even though our cor-
poreal existence was small, perhaps even unnoticeable, it 
didn’ t mean we were insignificant.  That was the moment in 
which our lives and our personal rights found their origins.  
For one to have intentionally taken our lives at that fragile 
stage of development would have been a grave violation of 
our right to live.  So it is with any child in the womb. 
  
Strategy 
 The way I see it, there are two major levels of debate over 
abortion in this country.  One is whether abortion should be 
morally acceptable or not.  In this regard our Catholic princi-
ples are clear in the defense of life at all stages.  The other 
level of debate that I see is among those who are opposed to 
abortion as a moral imperative.  It has to do with which strat-
egy should be employed to end the demand for abortion.  
Assuming that the debate is civil, some will see no other 
goal than the reversal of Roe vs. Wade.  The other perspec-
tive is to see the primary goal as limiting the financial, emo-
tional and health care pressures that may lead an individual 
to seek an abortion regardless of the current laws.  Frankly, I 
believe that both strategies are necessary accompanied by 
educating children and adults on the principles of when life 
begins, our responsibility toward the gift of life, and our re-
sponsibilities around the gift of human sexuality. 
 
  It would seem that if various groups engage in all three 
strategies –- changing the law, limiting pressures and educa-
tion – and realize that these are not at cross purposes, but 
seek the same ultimate goal, we would go a lot further in 
protecting the rights of the yet-to-be-born. 
 
 Your brother in Christ, 
 
 Fr. John Kerns 
Parish Priest 

Year for Priests 



 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 PM at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30 AM at Portland Community College 
Rock Creek Campus Gym, Portland, OR. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00 AM Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 
  
Masses Intentions for this Week: 
Oct 12 � � �   No AM Mass 
Oct 13 � � �           Open Intention 
Oct 14 � � �            Open Intention 
Oct 15 � 	 ur           Open Intention 
Oct 16 
 � �  
        Mass at Rock Creek Retirement Center 
Oct 17 � � �           Open Intention 
Oct 18 � � �           � �� � � 
� � � 
� � � � ��  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30 PM before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 
October  11 

Twenty Eighth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

October 18 
Twenty Ninth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

First  
Reading Book of Wisdom 7:7-11 Isaiah 53:10-11 

Second 
Reading Hebrews 4:12-13 Hebrews 4:14-16 

Gospel Mark 10:17-30 Mark 10:35-45 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 

Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  
Bulletin: Nanette Martin at nmartin@stjuandiego.org 

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish. 
  

October 3/4 611 People $5119.60 

 
Respect for Life Month 

 
“ God’s Smile”  

~Archbishop John Vlazny 

“ Back in 2007 Pope Benedict was delivering a homily on the 
feast of the Baptism of our Lord. On that occasion he stated, 
“Every child… brings us God’s smile and invites us to recog-
nize that life is his gift, a gift to be welcomed with love and 
preserved with care always and at every moment.”  Ever since 
1972 we American bishops have been working hard to edu-
cate our Catholic people on the “ life issues”  through our Re-
spect Life Program. The theme for this year’s program, 
“Every Child Brings Us God’s Smile,”  is taken from those 
words of the Holy Father. I pray that this year’s program also 
brings a smile to your face.”  (Catholic Sentinel, October 1, 
2009, p.5). 

To read the rest of Archbishop Vlazny’s article go to 
http://www.sentinel.org/node/10379. 

Faith Formation 

2009 Schedule:   Class Oct 11, 18, 25 

For complete schedule www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm 

Confirmation Session and Parent Meeting: Oct 18.  We will 
begin Confirmation preparation with a session for the youth 
and a separate session for the parents on Oct 18.  We will meet 
in the classrooms of Building 2.  Parents, we will discuss this 
years Confirmation preparation requirements and answer any 
questions.  Confirmation is available to any high school age 
youth.  The Sacrament will be celebrated in May 2010. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  All children from Kinder-
garten through 3rd grade are invited to join in our Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word.  They will hear the readings prepared for 
them and pray with the other children.  If you are interested in 
helping with this ministry please let Bridget know, 
bbecker@stjuandiego.org. 

Called to Protect Safe Environment session:  Oct 11 after 
Mass in the auditorium.  It is important for anyone wishing to 
help in our children and youth programs to have a background 
check and the Called to Protect training.  

Do you want to keep receiving  Magnifikid?. You can pick up 
an October copy at Mass but our subscription expires this 
month.  If your child would like to continue receiving Magni-
fikid, please let Bridget know, bbecker@stjuandiego.org.  We 
would like to put in a bulk order for those families who are 
interested.  This will help reduce the cost. 



 

From the Social Justice Committee: 
You Can Make a Difference 

 
There is no more lovely, friendly and charming 

relationship, community or company than a good 
marriage. 

 
~Martin Luther 

 
“ It is impossible to further the common good without 
acknowledging and defending the right to life, upon 
which all the other inalienable rights of individuals 

are founded and from which they develop.”  
 

~Pope John Paul II 
The Gospel of Life (Evangelium Vitae), 1995 

 
Http://www.vatican.va/edoc/ENG0141/_HTM. 

St. Pius X Women’s Club Retreat:  Sat, Oct 24, 9:00am to 
3:00pm, St. Pius X Community Center, Fr. Craig Boly, SJ, and 
Sr. Mary Lonergan, OSF, will present God’s Tapestry of Love.  
$20.00 includes lunch and snacks.  Reservations required, Pat 
Montone 503.292.6417, Carol Petitt 503.645.2657, Grace 
Smith 503.644.0381. 

Solemn Mass for Priests, Wed, Oct 14, 6:30pm.  Sponsored by 
The Vocations Committee of St. Cecilia Parish.  Come cele-
brate and pray for all who have so generously answered our 
Lord’s call to the Priesthood.  St. Cecilia Church, 5105 SW 
Franklin St., Beaverton.  For more details call 503-644-2619. 

Catholic Conversations Adult Education Fall 2009:  “Who is 
My Neighbor?”  presented by Fr. Bob Loughery, CSC, Oct 21,  
7-8:30pm, St. Pius X Community Center. 

Www.SpiritedTalk.org:  Invites you to join a unique online 
community of people who are willing to share their perspective 
on Catholic life, spirituality, and faith.  To join, register at 
www.SpiritTalk.org.  For joining you will automatically be 
entered into a quarterly sweepstakes drawing for a $50      
Amazon.com gift card.   

Building Campaign Update, October 11  
Visit our Building Blog, www.stjuandiego.org, 

to follow the progress made each week on the 
construction of our new church.  Also, see pictures 
of a model design, created by Larry Eisenbach, of 
the interior and exterior of the church.  Thank you 
Larry for this fabulously realistic picture of our 
church!  
Construction costs are estimated at $5,150,00 and 
we have received pledges totaling $4,931,044.  The 
Campaign Continuation Committee continues to 
seek new pledges from those who request a “ call 
back”  and new parishioners.  Please be open to their 
calls.  If you would like to make or extend a pledge 
please call Nanette at the office or email at 
 nmartin@stjuandiego.org.  We appreciate the gener-
ous support of all of our parishioners.  Thank you 
and thank God! 

Phase 1 Cost 
Million $ 
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Around the Archdiocese 

RCIA is a meaningful program for adults interested 
in becoming Catholic  If  you are interested in learn-
ing more please contact Deacon John Riherd at   
jriherd@archdpdx.org, or Mary Stevanus at   
ms2kirk@gmail.com.  We meet Thursday nights  
7pm-8:30pm. 
SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 
11:30am to 1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  
For more information contact Mike Cooney at 
mike@cooneys.us.  All are welcome 
 

Focus on Mental I llness:  Mental illness is cyclical; a 
person experiences periods of stability interrupted by 
times of instability.  With effective treatment and sup-
port, many people with mental illness are able to lead 
relatively normal lives, and their illness may not be 
evident to others.  For people in our communities who 
live with severe and persistent mental illness, it can be 
significantly debilitating.  Mental illness impacts self 
esteem, relationships, and the ways in which an indi-
vidual participates in school, work, and the commu-
nity.  How can we be of support to people in out parish 
community living with this challenging il lness? 

Give as a Gift Parish Mission:  Join St. John Fisher in a Parish 
Mission to grow and share our Catholic faith.  Fr. Charles 
Brunick, CSP, from the NW Paulist Center will lead us in a 
Liturgy of the Word, Mission Talk and Ritual Action, Oct 12, 
13,14, 7-8:30pm.  Free.  Call Scott 503.244.4945 or email 
scottk@johnfisher.org. 

Adapted Liturgy St. Pius X Catholic Church:  Oct 25, 2:15pm.  
Celebrate the lives and gifts of all people, including those with 
physical and developmental disabilities.  Every effort is made 
to accommodated the inclusion and participation of each per-
son.  Call 503.644.5264 for information. 

Is a Teen in Your Care Approaching Overload?  Recognizing 
the Signs of Stress, Anxiety, and Depression or Thoughts of 
Self-Harm.  A panel discussion presented by Central Catholic 
Parents Association, Oct 14, 7-8:30pm, Central Catholic Per-
foming Arts Center.  All are welcome.  No charge. 

Octoberfest Dinner and Mini Holiday Ba-
zaar:  Our Lady of Sorrows, SE 52nd and 
Woodstock, Oct 25, 12:30 to 5pm.  Dinner 
is $10 for adults and $5 for children.  Music, 
dancing, raffle, and handcrafts. 


