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Year for Priests

April 18, 2010

Third Sunday of Easter

Why | Became a Priest

Everyone hasacalling. God desiresfor usto live out our faith
in the married or single life, or in ordained or religiouslife. As
ayouth | enjoyed parish life as an altar server, asavolunteer in
religious education, and in other activities in which my family
engaged. Asastudent at Marist (Cathalic) High School in
Eugene | was active in campus ministry and the retreat program
(Encounter). | wastold | was agood listener. | loved my relig-
ion classes and enjoyed bible study groups. | also played soc-
cer, was in dramas, played percussion in the concert band,
dated, spent time with friends, and annoyed my siblings. All
the normal stuff.

During my junior year of high school iswhen | first considered
the priesthood. | was also interested in becoming a doctor like
my dad. Thenona“Career Day” | went to atalk by a physi-
cian who said exactly this: “ To be a doctor one has to be fasci-
nated by the science. Y ou also get to help people. But if your
main goal isjust to help people then you should be a clergy-
man.” That hel ped me decide to start down the road to priest-
hood, knowing that if things didn’t work out in the seminary, |
could always change to medicine. | have never looked back.

| spent alot of time thinking about celibacy. Oneday | remem-
ber considering the options. “Asafamily man | could have
children and commit myself to a spouse. That would be great.
But then, as a parish priest | would be part of many families
and care for lots of kids and adults and devote myself entirely
to the parish where | was assigned.” It meant alot to me that
whatever | did, | was going to commit every fiber of my being.

In priesthood, | have found that to be the case. Itisvery mean-
ingful and important to me to know that | give my whole life,
now and permanently, to service to the church — God' s People
—inthe particular parish where | am called by the bishop. | do
the best | can and learn from my mistakes, but | know that
seeking to do God' swill is my ultimate goal.

Recently, after afriend |eft the priesthood, | asked myself, “Is
there any other life | would rather beliving? My heart’s an-
swer was clear: | till desireto be a priest more than anything.
Y our brother in Christ,

Fr. John Kerns
Parish Priest

Family Faith Sharing:
John 21:1-19

In today’s Gospel, severa

disciples find Jesus on the

shore of the Sea of Tiberias

after anight of trying to

catch fish. Jesusfixes

breakfast for his friends and
then talks with Peter. Jesus asks him three times“ Do you
love me?’ and three times Peter answersyes. Peter’s con-
viction to Jesus became stronger with each “yes’.

How do you think Peter felt when Jesus kept asking him the
same question? Jesus continues to ask each of us the same
guestion. How can we today, answer yes to Jesus with the
same conviction that Peter had that day?.
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Prayer Intentions

For those who areill:

Leslie Meyer, parishioner
Mark Weston, parishioner
Allison Novinger, parishioner
Annie Battles, parishioner
Mike Meyer, father of Don Meyer
Rey Ko, father of AlmiraKo

Our Mission
We are St. Juan Diego Parish,

a welcoming Roman Catholic community
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and
evangelize as we gather avibrant, diverse, multi-cultural People
of God dedicated to proclaiming
the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Chridt.




Scripture Readings

April 18
Third Sunday of Easter

April 25
Fourth Sunday of Easter

First

i Acts 5:27-32,40b-41 Acts 13:14,43-52
S Revelations 5:11-14 Revelation 7:9,14b-17
Gospel John 21:1-19 John 10:27-30

Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil Mass. 5:00pm at St. Gabriel Episcopal
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR.

Sunday Mass: 9:30am at PCC Rock Creek Campus Gym.

Weekday Masses: 8:00am Mass at Fr. Kerns' home at
17189 NW Stoller Dr. Look for the statue of Our Lady of
Guadalupe near the front door. See schedule below.

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact
or email Nanette Martin at the office. The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention.

Mass Schedule and I ntentions for this Week:

Apr19 Mon No AM Mass

Apr20 Tues Open Intention

Apr21 Wed Lauren Yee by Kathy & Cliff Yee

Apr 22 Thur Owen David Airhart by Tamara Taylor
Apr 23 Fri Open Intention, Mass at Laurel Parc
Apr24 Sat ~ Open Intention

Apr25 Sun #h Missa pro Populo

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Fr. Kernswill be
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm before Mass.
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound: Please call Kathy
at the officeif you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital.

Home Mass: Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses.

St. Juan Diego Directory

Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest

email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org

phone: 503.533.4541
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon

email: jriherd@archdpdx.org
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon

email: desmaraisS@comcast.net
Kathy Y ee, Pastoral & Admin Associate

email: kyee@stjuandiego.org
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation

email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org
Nanette Martin, Office Manager, Bulletin

email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org
Janette Strand, M usic Coordinator

email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org

Office: 1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229.
Phone: 503.644.1617, call first to FAX

OfficeHours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm

Web site: www.stjuandiego.org

Faith Formation

Class: April 18
Last Class: May 2
For complete schedule, www.stjuandiego.org/abe.htm.

First Eucharist Retreat: Sunday, April 18, 2-5:30pm,

St. Francis Church in Roy, OR.
Picture signups will be at the retreat. We will need parents to
bring snacks for the retreat.

First Eucharist: Sunday, April 25, 9:30am Mass at PCC.
A Last Classon May 2: Each classwill give a short

: ’ presentation and we will have an ice cream social on the
last day of class.

2010 Schedule:

Confirmation : Tuesday, May 4, 7pm at the Cathedral.
There will be ablessing at Mass on Sunday, May 2nd for the
Confirmation Candidates.

Vacation Bible School 2010— We are
planning an awesome high seas adventure.
August 9—13, St. Pius X Community
Center. Stay tuned for moreinformation.
We will be looking for youth volunteers
again this year. Questions? Bridget
Becker, bbecker @stjuandiego.org.

St. Juan Diego Church dedication and Fr. Kerns
Silver Jubilee will be Oct 24 at 2pm. Savethe date!
More details coming soon.

Catholic Charities, 2010 Annual Campaign, 2nd Collection
April 18th. Y our generous support hel ps families throughout
western Oregon.

SID Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to
1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers. For information con-
tact Mike Cooney at mike@cooneys.us. All are welcome!

3rs Annual SID Women'’s Retreat: May 14-16, Twin Rocks
Retreat Center, Rockaway Beach. Sign up now for arelaxing
and spiritually uplifting weekend. Spaceislimited. Applica-
tions are available at the table and on the website. $160 in-
cludesroom and all meals. Seeflyer insert for more info or
contact Bev Rosentreter, beverlyrosentreter @comcast.net, or
Kathy Y ee at kyee@stjuandiego.org.

SID Playgroup: Pleasejoin us Tuesday’s thru May 25th, at
10:30am for preschool story time at the Bethany Village Li-
brary. Planto stay afterward for fellowship. Contact Teresa
Forniafor information, fteresa@fornia.com.

Baptism Prep classes will be May 11, 18, 25. Please call
Kathy at 503.644.1617 to register or for more information.

Vocation Panel, April 18, 11am, Auditorium of Building 7.
Hear from a married couple, priest, sister, and brother about
the challenges they faced in responding to God' s call as well
as how thislifestyle choice has provided opportunities to love
and be loved.

Thank you for your generous support of our parish.
April 10 & 11 $4733 614 People




From the Social Justice Committee
You Can Make a Difference

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are
faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions between
rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judg-
ment (Mt 25: 31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the
poor and vulnerable first.

We will bejoining “ Rebuilding Together” on April 24™ to do
some needed repairs and upkeep for a person’s home in our
community. Rebuilding Together isthe nation’'s leading non-
profit organization working to preserve affordable homeown-
ership and revitalize communities. It isavery fulfilling ex-
perience. A few dotsare till open. Please contact Barbara
Upson to volunteer or ask questions. bbupson@verizon.net.

< Team NW Tandemonium is collecting chil-

\
drens bikes to give to needy children through
%m % The Blenestar Programin Hillsboro. They will
> pick up and refurbish the bikes. Blenestar isa
non-profit organization and tax deduction receipts will be

given. For more information or to donate, email or call Jim
and Jan Edwards, janandjim007@msn.com or 503.645.5280.

Building Campaign Update,
April 11, 2010
The walls are going up!

Visit the St. Juan Diego website to see
new pictures and video of the progress
that has been made. The new church
building iswell onit'sway. Wethank
you all for your continued support!
stjuandiegopilgrimage.blogspot.com

Construction costs are estimated at $5,114,527 and we have
received pledges totaling $4,958,322. The Campaign Con-
tinuation Committee continues to seek new pledges. Please
be opentotheir calls. If youwould like to make or extend a
pledge please contact Nanette at 503.644.1617. We appreci-
ate the generous support of all of our parishioners. Thank
you and thank God!

St. Juan Diego@ bi-annual dinner and auction, “ Let@ Get
Up & Go,” Sat, May 22, 5:30pm, St. Pius X Community
Center. This fundraiser supports the work of our Y outh Min-
istry. Seeflyer enclosed for details. If you have anitem or
service you would like to donate for auction, please contact
Kathy Marshall at 503-533-7072, marshO6@comcast.net or
Patty Westby at 503.642.0876, pwestby4@comcast.net.

Around the Archdiocese

St. Pius X Kindergarten Openings for Fall 2010. Call
the school office for moreinformation. 503.644.3244.

Day of Reflection for parents and family of lesbian daughters
and gay sons, Saturday, April 24, 9amto 3pm, Benedictine
Sisters Shalom Center, Mt. Angel. Opentoall interested in
learning more about the Church'’ s teaching on homosexuality.
$50 offering to the Benedictine Sisters requested. Register by
April 19th. Call Florence or Steve Balog for information at
503.845.7850 or Shalom Center at 503.845.6773.

Mount Angel Abbey, Festival of Arts& Wine: A fund
raising event for the Abbey Library, Retreat House and Monas-
tery. Sat, June 26, 1-5pm, Mount Angel Abbey, St. Benedict,
Oregon. Www.mountangelabbey.org/festival -arts-wine.htm.

A Celebration of Hats, St. Pius X Women's Club Tea, Satur-
day, April 24, 1pmto 3:30pm, St. Pius X Community Center.
Intriguing hats are encouraged, but not necessary. Refresh-
ments will be served. Reservations are required at $20 each.
Please call Kris Steven 503-297-0524 by April 19"

KBVM-FM 88.3 Catholic Radio, Spring Sharathon, Apr 26

to Apr 30. Celebratethe”Y ear of the Priest” with avariety of
special guests, interesting conversations about the importance
of faith and an opportunity for listeners to support the regions
only Catholic radio station. See kbvm.fm for info.

St. Francis Roy 34th Annual Bar-Buffet-Bingo, Saturday,
May 1st, 6pm. $25/person and must be 21 or older. Includes
prime rib dinner, bingo and door prizes. For more informa-
tion call 503.324.2182.

Eastern Religions With Father Chun, Wed, April 28, 7pm to
8:30pm, St. Pius X Community Center. Anintroduction to
Eastern Religions, focusing on Hinduism and Buddhism.

St. Edward Parish, North Plains, 46th Annual Breakfast.
Sunday, May 2nd, 8amto 12pm, Parish Hall. All you can eat
sausage or ham, eggs and pancakes. Adults $7, Children $5,
Preschool age free.

3rd Annual Real Catholic Men Conference: St. Joseph Par-
ish, Vancouver, WA, June 19th. Featured speakers include:
Evangelists Richard Lane and Hector Malina, Jr.; aswell as
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers. Www.realcatholicmen.com.

Donna Cori Gibson Concert, Apr 19, St. Michad’s, 424 SW
Mill Street. Free concert. Her amazing, beautiful and power-
ful voiceis sureto captivate and draw you into prayer.

The 14th Annual Sister Marilyn Schwab Memorial Lecture,
“The Nun Study —Educatorsin Life...and in Death”, May 11,
7-8pm, Hospitality Center of the Benedictine Sisters. Email
shalom@mtangel .net for more information.




