
 

February 21, 2010           First Sunday of Lent 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Intentions 
 

For those who are ill: 
 

Leslie Meyer, parishioner 

Mark Weston, parishioner 

Allison Novinger, parishioner 

Vern McCarty, parishioner 

Ron Arnett, parishioner 

Mike Meyer, father of Don Meyer 

Barbara Derck, mother of Reed Trull 
 

For those who have died: 
 

Oliver Phillips, father of Mark Phillips 

Chris McKeown, grandmother of Brandon Smith 

 

Family Faith Sharing: 
Luke 4:1-13 

Jesus went to the desert 
alone—to pray, to think and 
to fast.  He was tempted sev-
eral times by the devil, but he 
resisted each temptation and 
proclaimed that God, and 
God alone, is the Savior.  
Like Jesus, we will face 
temptations in our life, and 
also like Jesus, we must al-

ways put our faith and trust in God. 
Why did Jesus go to the desert alone?  When do you set 
aside time to be alone so you can think and pray?  Could 
you withstand so many temptations?  What are some of the 
temptations you have faced?  What do you think Jesus 
meant by the words, “ One does not live on bread alone?”  
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“ Remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.”  

 
For most years on Ash Wednesday I have recited the second 
option when imposing ashes on the foreheads of Catholics: 
“ Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.”   This 
simple statement sums up the purpose of the Lenten season 
and the universal call to holiness.  The first option (at the 
top of this page), at first glance, always seemed morose and 
sounded like a put-down.  It is wording that I remember 
from my childhood.  I used it this year, trusting in the wis-
dom of the Church.  It especially seemed odd saying this to 
the babies held in their parents’  arms.  However, it is also a 
call to conversion, but in a different way. 
 
The expression calls to mind the creation story of the first 
humans (Genesis 2), formed from the earth (dust); of how 
sin entered the world, and its consequence: death (Genesis 
3).  It took Christ to reestablish the hope of eternal life.  
 
Consider these perspectives: 
 
Last Sunday I spoke of my dear departed friend, Fr. Nick 
Christiana.  He knew that each day could be his last as he 
lived with congestive heart failure.  Rather than despair, he 
chose to use each heartbeat that God gave him to share love, 
kindness, hope and forgiveness.  He knew that he was soon 
to return to dust. 
 
When I was growing up in a large family we kids would 
often get into fights and Mom would always say: “ Life is 
too short to be mad at each other like this.”   I didn’ t know 
what it meant then, but now, having presided at hundreds of 
burial services, including hers, I get the point.  As a pastoral 
counselor, I have heard the cries of pain caused by selfish-
ness, cruelty and squabbling.  I find myself repeating the 
wisdom of my mother. 
 
Don Meyer, who has the unofficial job of keeping our choir 
members informed via emails of any prayerful concerns for 
ailing family members among the choir, hardship needs, or 
death announcements, ends all his missives with these 
words. “ Love each other…tell each other.”    
 
Lent is a season for pondering the shortness of life.  It is a 
call to use our gift of life to give love.  It is an opportunity 
to practice self-denial for the sake of putting God and others 
before ourselves.  Life is short.  Carpe diem. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Fr. John Kerns 
Parish Priest 

Year for Priests 



 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00pm at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30am at PCC Rock Creek Campus Gym. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00am Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 
 

Mass Schedule and Intentions for this Week: 
Feb 22 Mon         No AM Mass 
Feb 23 Tues     �  Lenore Young by Claire Schulte 
Feb 24 Wed         Open Intention 
Feb 25 Thur         Open Intention 
Feb 26 Fri         Mass at Laurel Parc, Open Intention 
Feb 27 Sat      � �Kristi Claeys by Don & Ardith Claeys 
Feb 28 Sun          Missa pro Populo 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 February 21 
First Sunday of Lent 

February 28 
Second Sunday of Lent 

First  
Reading Deuteronomy 26:4-10 Genesis 15:5-12,17-18 

Second 
Reading Romans 10:8-13 Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Gospel Luke 4:1-13 Luke 9:28b-36 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager, Bulletin 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 
Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish.  
February 13 & 14 509 people  $4147.30 

 
Faith Formation 

2010 Schedule:  Class:  Feb 21, 28, March 7, 14, 28. 
For complete schedule, www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm. 

First Eucharist Retreat:  Sunday, April 18, 2-5:30pm,           
   St. Francis Church in Roy, OR. 

First Eucharist:  Sunday, April 25, 9:30am Mass at PCC. 

First Eucharist Child of God Posters are due April 11.  There 
is still time to sign up for Presentation of the Gifts.  See white 
class binder to sign up.  If your child is interested in participat-
ing in the First Eucharist Mass let us know; we will need 
readers, gift bearers, greeters, etc. 

Confirmation : Tuesday, May 4, 7pm at the Cathedral. 

Confirmation Class:  Please turn in a copy of your child’s 
Baptism certificate if you have not done so already.  The next 
Confirmation Session will be March 7. 

 
Lenten Activities: 

� � Rice bowls will be handed out to the classes this Lent.  Be 
sure to read the Lenten Calendar that comes with the Rice 
Bowls for daily reflections. Operation Rice Bowl calls 
participants to pray with their families and faith communi-
ties, fast in solidarity with those who hunger, learn about 
our global community and the challenges of poverty 
overseas, and give sacrificial contributions to those in 
need.  Proceeds fund development projects that benefit the 
most vulnerable of the poor, and enable families to escape 
abject poverty and become self-sufficient. 

� � Stations of the Cross for the faith formation classes.  
Parents will be invited to participate.  Watch the bulletin 
for specific dates. 

SJD Playgroup:  Please join us Tuesdays at 10:30am for pre-
school story time at the Bethany Village Library.  Plan to stay 
afterward for fellowship.  Jan 26th - March 16th and April 6th 
- May 25th.  Contact Teresa Fornia at teresa@fornia.com . 
SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to 
1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  For info contact 
Mike Cooney at mike@cooneys.us. All are welcome! 
St. Juan Diego’s Parents & Children Ministry:. Have you 
recently had a baby or are you expecting a baby?  Please let us 
know!  We offer support to families and are an ongoing source 
of faith and friendship.  For more information please contact 
Dana Tierney at 503.645.5751 or dtierney71@gmail.com. 
Baptism Prep Classes:  The dates for the next session will be 
May 11, 18, 25.  Call the office at 503.644.1617 or email 
Kathy at kyee@stjuandiego to sign up or for information. 
SJD Men’s Retreat:  March 5th thru noon March 7th.  Con-
tact Dennis Desmarais, desmarais5@comcast.net. 
SJD Women’s Retreat:  Save the weekend, May 14-16, Twin 
Rocks Retreat Center, Rockaway Beach.  More information to 
follow in the coming weeks. 



 

40 days for Life Campaign is a focused pro-life effort that 
consists of 40 days of prayer, fasting, peaceful vigil, and 
community outreach.  You can help make a life-saving impact 
by joining our local vigil at the Planned Parenthood at 1st and 
Betts, Beaverton (South & West of the Beaverton Post Of-
fice).  The vigil is held every Friday. Come join us anytime 
from 8am to 8pm on Fridays.  For more info, please contact 
Marie Barzen at 503-524-5326, barzenm@comcast.net or go 
to http://www.40daysforlife.com/Beaverton/ . 
St. Pius X School is accepting applications for the 2010-2011 
school year.  The school has openings in Kindergarten and 1st 
Grade.  Please call the school office at 503-644-3244 ext. 210 
if you have any questions, would like to make an appointment 
for a tour of the school, or to request an application. 
Taize Prayer Service including chant-like music, scripture, 
and silence.  Sundays of Feb 21, March 21, April 18, May 16, 
and June 20, 7-8pm Queen of Angels Chapel, Mt Angel.  See 
shalom@mtangel.net for more information. 
Women’s Tea for Life, Sat, April 17, noon to 2 pm at St. 
Cecilia’s Parish Center in Beaverton.  Join us for food, live 
music, fantastic prizes and friendship as we raise money for 
area pro-life groups. Tickets are $15, and only 50 will be sold; 
register today at: � � � �� � � �� � �	 
 ��� � �
 �� �� �� � �� 
 � �or call 
Heather: (503) 640-3456.  

Building Campaign Update,  
February 21, 2009 

The Pillars have been raised!  
New pictures have been posted to the 
website.  Follow the construction pro-
gress by visiting the website  
stjuandiegopilgr image.blogspot.com 
 
Construction costs are estimated at 
$5,114,527 and we have received 

pledges totaling $4,958,322.  The Campaign Continuation 
Committee continues to seek new pledges.  Please be open to 
their calls.  If you would like to make or extend a pledge 
please contact Nanette at 503.644.1617.  We appreciate the 
generous support of all of our parishioners.  Thank you and 
thank God! 

 
From the Social Justice Committee 

You Can Make a Difference 
 

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are 
faring. In a society marred by deepening divisions between 

rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last Judg-
ment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the 

poor and vulnerable first.  
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and spe-
cifically Archbishop Vlasny have targeted immigration re-
form as an important issue for US Catholic©s.  Please read the 
Archbishop©s letter in this week©s bulletin.  To support the 
Archbishop©s plea, we are conducting a postcard campaign 
aimed at sensitizing our congressional delegation to the im-
portance of this issue.  We will be distributing and collecting 
the postcards for the next two weeks after mass. 

 
Care for God’s Creation 

We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of 
creation.  Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan,  

it is a requirement of our faith.  We are called to protect  
people and the planet, living our faith in  
relationship with all of God’s creation.  

As such, we are suggesting a Lenten " Carbon fast".  This is 
an extension of last year©s "Renew the Face of the Earth" cam-
paign.  The carbon fast provides a Lenten calendar with a 
daily earth friendly activity.  Members of the Social Justice 
ministry will be passing out carbon fast guides as well as re-
usable mesh produce bags after masses this weekend. 

Faith Café Annual Wine Tasting , Mar 14, 1pm to 3pm, The 
Wine Cellar, 13486 NW Cornell Rd.  Look for the red bal-
loons.  Please come and enjoy a fun wine and cheese tasting 
event while helping to raise money for those in need of food 
here in WA county.  $25 per person or $45 per couple.  For 
more information see www.faithcafeor.org, or to buy tickets 
503.644.4816 or mkondrat@verizon.net. 

Thank you for your generous donations to the Church in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe.  Your gifts will support scholarships 
for Catholic students, innovative Catholic communications, and 
essential pastoral work in Europe and parts of Asia that were 
once under Soviet control.  To learn more about how funds are 
used, please visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. 

Around the Archdiocese 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat presented 
by Valley Catholic High School Drama, Feb 26 & 27, 7pm, 
and Feb 21 & 28, 2pm.  Valley Catholic High School, Kelly 
Auditorium.  $10 Adults and $6 Students and Seniors. 
St. Francis Catholic School 1st Annual " All you can eat"  
Fish Fry.  Fri, March 5, 5pm to 8pm.  Proceeds support the 
sports program at St. Francis of Assisi and Visitation Catholic 
schools.  Presale tickets: $10 adults, $5 children, $40 family.  
At the door tickets: $12 adults, $6 children, $48 household.  
Contact Jacquie Van Hoomissen for information. 
Visitation School 25th Annual Rummage Sale, March 4, 5, 6, 
Visitation Church, 4285 NW Visitation Rd, Forest Grove.  
Special Events: Early Bird Sale Thurs, March 4, 7:30am to 
9am; half price sale starts 9am Sat; and $3 bag sale, Sat, 2pm 
to 4pm.  www.vcsknights.org or call 503-357-6990. 
“ Every War Has Two Losers,”  a 30 minute documentary film 
based on the journals of William Stafford, former poet laureate 
of Oregon, will be screened Wed, March 3, 7pm in the Com-
munity Center at St. Pius X Church.  Directed by Haydn Reiss, 
this film tells the story of how one man, William Stafford, 
chose to answer the call to war.  Please join us for a free 
screening.  Introduction by Leah Stenson of Friends of Wil-
liam Stafford.  Event sponsored by St. Pius X Adult Education 
and the Peace, Justice & Life Committees. 


