
 

February 14, 2010          Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Intentions 
 

For those who are ill: 
 

Mark Weston, parishioner 

Allison Novinger, parishioner 

Vern McCarty, parishioner 

Mary and baby Sienna Conner, parishioner 

Ron Arnett, parishioner 

Mike Meyer, father of Don Meyer 

Norbert “ Tuck”  Lepschat, father of Diane Woodruff 

Kenneth Woodruff, father in law of Diane Woodruf 

 

Family Faith Sharing: 
Luke 6:17,20-26 

Jesus talked to his friends one day 
about how to be happy.  He tells 
us that the best way to find happi-
ness is to love God and to count 
on him.  We must put all our trust 
in him alone.  When we have more 

than we need, we must trust that if we share it with others, 
God will continue to take care of us and bless us. 
What makes you happy?  What are some things you can do 
that might make someone else feel happy?  When have you 
felt blessed by God?  How did you feel when someone 
laughed at you or made fun of you? 
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Why Am I Afraid to  
Talk About My Catholic Faith? 

 
As the saying goes, “ in polite company people shouldn’ t 
talk about religion or politics” .  In many cases, this makes 
sense.  But had this adage been followed by Jesus, the 12 
Apostles, all his disciples, or the women and men and chil-
dren who made up the early church, then you wouldn’ t be 
reading these words right now. Our church would not exist.  
 
One might think that such candor was necessary back then, 
but as recently as last October, Pope Benedict XVI said that 
evangelization represents “ for all ecclesial (church) commu-
nities and for each Christian, a powerful call to commit 
themselves to announcing and bearing witness to the Gospel 
to everyone, especially to people who do not yet know it.”   
He is following up on Pope Paul VI who in 1975 wrote: 
“ The Church exists to evangelize.”  (On Evangelization in 
the Modern World). 
 
So if evangelization is – according to two Popes, mind you 
– fundamental to what it means to be Catholic, then why are 
we reluctant to do our job?  One reason, I think, is because 
of the fearsome role models (caricatures, really) of 
“ evangelism”  who come in the form of condemnatory 
preachers with language and gestures that seem downright 
rude and disrespectful of other faith perspectives.  Well, 
then don’ t do it that way. 
 
It more comes down to conversation.  St. Peter (predecessor 
of the Popes) wrote: Always be ready to give an explanation 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it 
with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience 
clear. (1Pet. 3:15-16a)  If you are in a conversation at work 
on Monday morning about what you did on Sunday, would 
you mention going to Mass?  If you went on a retreat re-
cently, or are planning to, would that come up when dis-
cussing weekend activities?  If talking with other parents 
about raising kids would you mention the value you place in 
a supportive faith community?  If discussing your daily ac-
tivities would you mention the time you schedule for 
prayer? 
 
It will probably be that such conversations will move on to 
other areas of life and interest, however, if someone is ever 
interested in the faith, they will at least know that you are 
Catholic and approachable.  That is evangelization in its 
simplest form.  How hard can that be?  Try it. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Fr. John Kerns 
Parish Priest 

Year for Priests 

Ash Wednesday, February 17th, Mass Schedule: 
���� 8am Mass at the Rectory 

���� 7pm Mass at Sisters of St. Mary’s of Oregon 
(Chapel at Valley Catholic) 



 

Mass Schedule  
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00pm at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30am at PCC Rock Creek Campus Gym. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00am Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 
 

Mass Schedule and Intentions for this Week: 
Feb 15 Mon         No AM Mass 
Feb 16 Tues         No AM Mass 
Feb 17 Wed         Ash Wednesday  - Open Intention 
Feb 18 Thur         Open Intention 
Feb 19 Fri         Open Intention 
Feb 20 Sat      � �Kristi Claeys by Don & Ardith Claeys 
Feb 21 Sun          Missa pro Populo 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 
February 14 

Sixth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

February 21 
First Sunday of Lent 

First  
Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8 Deuteronomy 26:4-10 

Second 
Reading 1 Cor inthians 15:12;16-20 Romans 10:8-13 

Gospel Luke 6:17,20-26 Luke 4:1-13 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager, Bulletin 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 
Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish.  
February 6 & 7  310 people  $4349.00 

 
Faith Formation 

2010 Schedule:  No Class Feb 14 
   Class:  Feb 21, 28 
   March 7, 14, 28 
For complete schedule www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm 

Confirmation : Tuesday, May 4, 7pm at the Cathedral 

First Eucharist Retreat: Sunday, April 18, 2-5:30pm,           
   St. Francis Church in Roy, OR. 

First Eucharist: Sunday, April 25, 9:30am Mass at PCC. 

Confirmation :  Please turn in a copy of your child’s Baptism 
certificate if you have not done so already.  The next Confir-
mation Session will be March 7.   

Safe Environment : Thank you to all who participated in our 
Safe Environment programs this past month.  For those regis-
tered faith formation families whose children did not attend 
the sessions, a letter has been sent home asking you to discuss 
this topic with your children.  Please return the signed letter 
after you have covered this material with your children. 

Vacation Bible School 2010:  It’ s time to start planning!.  We 
have not selected dates or theme.  For input, contact 
Bridget, bbecker@stjuandiego.org.  All youth 
entering 6th grade or higher in the fall of 2010 are 

encouraged to volunteer!  We had many awesome 
Middle School and High School volunteers last summer and 
would love to have even more this year! 

SJD Playgroup:  Please join us Tuesdays at 10:30am for pre-
school story time at the Bethany Village Library.  Plan to stay 
afterward for fellowship.  Jan 26th - March 16th and April 6th 
- May 25th.  Contact Teresa Fornia at teresa@fornia.com . 

SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to 
1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  For info contact 
Mike Cooney at mike@cooneys.us. All are welcome! 

St. Juan Diego’s Parents & Children Ministry:. Have you 
recently had a baby or are you expecting a baby?  Please let us 
know!  We offer support to families and are an ongoing source 
of faith and friendship.  From the Beale Family:  “ Our family 
was recently blessed with a baby and then especially blessed 
by this ministry. When we needed it the most, a wonderful 
woman from this ministry, delivered us a home cooked meal 
and gifts from the Parish.  This blessing was followed with a 
thoughtful phone call and a card in the mail when he was bap-
tized.  It was truly moving to know that our Parish shared in 
our love and excitement over the new member of our family.”     
For more information please contact Dana Tierney at 
503.645.5751 or dtierney71@gmail.com. 

Baptism Prep Classes:  The dates for the next session will be 
May 11, 18, 25.  Call the office at 503.644.1617 or email 
Kathy at kyee@stjuandiego to sign up or for information. 



 

Christology:  Jesus Christ, Son of God, Son of Man, a five 
week in depth course that will enable you to share your faith, 
deepen your understanding, and articulate your beliefs.  
Thursdays, Feb 18 thru Mar 18, 7-9:30pm, St. Anthony 
Church, Tigard.  .Cost is $10 per class.  Call Agnes Zueger, 
503.639.4179 or azueger@stanthonytigard.org. 
Workwise:  A workshop for women seeking work.  Feb 20, 
9:30am to 4pm, 8383 NE Sandy Ave., Ste 205.  $15 includes 
material and lunch.  Call Melissa at 503.253.0964 for info. 

Building Campaign Update,  
February 14, 2009 

The Pillars have been raised!  
New pictures have been posted to the 
website.  Follow the construction pro-
gress by visiting the website  
stjuandiegopilgr image.blogspot.com 
 
Construction costs are estimated at 
$5,150,00 and we have received pledges 

totaling $4,933,928.  The Campaign Continuation Committee 
continues to seek new pledges.  Please be open to their calls.  
If you would like to make or extend a pledge please contact 
Nanette at 503.644.1617.  We appreciate the generous sup-
port of all of our parishioners.  Thank you and thank God! 

Small Christian Community Faith Sharing Groups:  Sign up 
this weekend to join a Faith Sharing Group for the Lenten sea-
son.  Groups of 8-12 parishioners meet in a home for a series of 
weeks to reflect on readings, such as the Sunday gospel, and 
then share with one another how the readings apply to our lives 
and share ways to live out God’s word in our daily lives.  It is 
an excellent way to build a small supportive community within 
our larger St. Juan Diego family.  Groups will begin to meet the 
week of February. 14th and meet for the 6 weeks of Lent.  
These groups are designed for adults, however, if you are a 
family with children that you would like included in the pro-
gram, please indicate that on the form , and we will place fami-
lies with children together.  If you miss the sign ups this week-
end or for more information please contact Nancy Fahey, 
503.291.9151 or email: nancyefahey@comcast.net.  

 
From the Social Justice Committee 

You Can Make a Difference 
 
 

On May 15, 1891, Pope Leo XI I  issued his seminal encyclical 
Rerum Novarum,  subtitled " On Capital and Labor"  

“ If through necessity or fear of a worse evil  
the workman accepts harder conditions  

because an employer or contractor  
will afford him no better,  

he is made the victim of force and injustice.”  

Mardi Gras : Please visit our tables at Mardi Gras to 
sign up for "Rebuilding Together", NW Family Out-
reach, learn about Lenten "carbon Fast" and more… 

Faith Café:  St. Juan Diego Parish is scheduled to serve dinner 
at Faith Café on Feb 14th--Valentines Day!  We are now serv-
ing our guests at 6:00pm rather than 6:30.  Let Catherine 
Moore know if you can help.  See www.faithcafeor.org for 
information on Faith Café. 

Oregon Health Plan provides free or low-cost health care cov-
erage to Oregon residents who have limited income and are 
age 19 through 64.  There is currently a limited number of 
openings for Oregon residents in need of health coverage.  See 
www.orgon.gov/DHS/open/ for details.  

Ash Wednesday, February 17th, Collection for the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe:  The church in this region con-
tinues to have great needs for its essential pastoral work.  Your 
donations invest in future generations of Catholics:  a gift of 
faith to the future.  Please be generous and support our sisters 
and brothers throughout Central and Eastern Europe and parts 
of Asia that were once under Soviet control. 

3rd Annual SJD Men’s Retreat:  7pm, Friday, March 5th thru 
noon on Sat, March 7th.  Please contact Dennis Desmarais, 
desmarais5@comcast.net 

SJD Women’s Retreat:  Save the weekend, May 14-16, Twin 
Rocks Retreat Center, Rockaway Beach.  More information to 
follow in the coming weeks. 

Faith Café Annual Wine Tasting , Mar 14, 1pm to 3pm, The 
Wine Cellar, 13486 NW Cornell Rd.  Look for the red bal-
loons.  Please come and enjoy a fun wine and cheese tasting 
event while helping to raise money for those in need of food 
here in WA county.  $25 per person or $45 per couple.  For 
more information see www.faithcafeor.org, or to buy tickets 
503.644.4816 or mkondrat@verizon.net. 

Protect yourself, your loved ones, and SJD Parishioners  by 
being vaccinated for H1N1!  For information on the status of 
H1N1 in Oregon and where you can receive the vaccine see the 
website, www.flu.oregon.gov.  We will soon be eliminating the 
flu restrictions from our Liturgy.  It is important that we con-
tinue to practice good hand washing, cover our cough in our 
sleeve and stay home if ill. 

Around the Archdiocese 

St. Francis Catholic School 1st Annual " All you can eat"  
Fish Fry.  Fri, March 5, 5pm to 8pm.  Proceeds support the 
sports program at St. Francis of Assisi and Visitation Catholic 
schools.  Menu of  Baked or Fried Alaskan Cod, Baked Potato 
or French Fries, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Roll, grilled cheese 
sandwich available for children.  Presale tickets $10 adults, $5 
children, $40 family.  At the door tickets $12 adults, $6 chil-
dren, $48 household.  Contact Jacquie Van Hoomissen for 
information or to buy tickets. 


