
 

January 3, 2010         Epiphany of the Lord 

Our Mission 
We are St. Juan Diego Parish, 

a welcoming Roman Catholic community 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, who worship, serve and 

evangelize as we gather a vibrant, diverse, multi-cultural 
People of God dedicated to proclaiming  

the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Intentions 
 

For those who are ill: 
 

Mike Meyer, father of Don Meyer 

Mark Weston, parishioner 

Allison Novinger, parishioner 

Kristi Claeys, daughter of Don & Ardith Claeys 

Robin Aylesworth, niece of Pat Bigcraft 

Helene Johnsen, parishioner 

 

Family Faith Sharing: 
Matthew 2:1-12 

In the Gospel today the Magi 
from the East follow a star 
they have seen in the heav-
ens.  When they arrive in 
Jerusalem, they asked where 
the “ newborn King of the 
Jews”  was.  They wanted to 
give him gifts of gold, frank-
incense , and myrrh, and to 
do him homage. 
 

What kind of homage do you give to the newborn King?  
What gifts can you offer to Jesus?  
The Epiphany of the Lord, Year C. © 2000 K. Sullivan.  

The “ Ah-Ha”  Moment 
 
One day I was tutoring a young girl in her reading, she 
struggled with each new word on the page.  After she could 
read each word she repeated it as a sentence.  And repeated 
it again.  Then the brightest smile broke across her face as 
she read the sentence once more.  She had an “ Ah Ha”  mo-
ment, an epiphany.  The words made sense and her desire to 
read more was strengthened. 
 
What was your most memorable “ Ah Ha”  moment?  Was it 
when you realized that you were in love?  Was it when you 
accepted your faith in God?  Or when something you were 
feeling suddenly made sense?  That’s an epiphany. 
 
According to the dictionary, the generic definition of an 
epiphany is “ a sudden manifestation of the meaning or es-
sence of something” .  It is the unexpected convergence of 
our intellect and heart or desire which usually prompts a 
reaction. 
 
The adventures of the Three Wise Men contains numerous 
“ Ah Ha”  moments.  When their studying of scripture and 
astronomy revealed the birth of a king, their hearts were 
moved and they set off to honor this royal birth.  More mo-
ments manifested themselves when their eyes beheld the 
babe and they presented their gifts; and even when the angel 
appeared to warn them to return by another route.  The 
Three Wise Men were open to divine guidance throughout 
their adventure.  Because of their persistence, the presence 
of Gentiles to honor the Messiah’s birth carries God’s mes-
sage of the universality of Christianity. 
 
Life is a series of “ Ah Ha”  moments if we are open to them.  
Look to the example of the wise men, how open are we to 
divine guidance?  Are we listening to God’s voice?  On our 
life’s journey, are we aware of the “ Ah Ha”  moments?  Are 
we looking for them? 
 
As we begin this new decade, my invitation to you is to look 
for the “ Ah Ha”  moments that God offers to you each day.  
Be grateful for the epiphanies, large and small, that come 
your way.  It’ ll put a smile on your face. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
  
 Kathy Yee 
Pastoral and Administrative Associate 

Year for Priests 



 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass:  5:00 PM at St. Gabriel Episcopal 
Church, 17435 NW West Union Rd., Portland, OR. 

Sunday Mass:  9:30 AM at PCC Rock Creek Campus Gym. 

Weekday Masses:  8:00 AM Mass at Fr. Kerns’  home at 
17189 NW Stoller Dr.  Look for the statue of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe near the front door.  See schedule below. 

If you would like to have a Mass offered for anyone, contact 
or email Nanette Martin at the office.  The suggested dona-
tion of $10 usually accompanies an intention. 

Masses Intentions for this Week: 
Jan 4  � � �          No AM Mass 
Jan 5  � � � s      � �Robert Tollefson by  
      Doug & Julie Tollefson 
Jan 6  � � �       � �Ethel Yim by  
     Kathy & Cliff Yee 
Jan 7   � 	 ur      � �Joanne Sullivan by  
      George McCarthy  
Jan 8  
 � �          Open Intention 
Jan 9  
 � �               � �Roberto Arellano by  
     Arellano Family 
Jan 10  
 � �           � �� � � �� � � �� � � � ��  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Fr. Kerns will be 
available on Saturday from 4:00-4:30 PM before Mass. 
Visitations to the Sick and Homebound:  Please call Kathy 
at the office if you know of someone who needs Commun-
ion taken to them at home or in the hospital. 
Home Mass:  Sign up to attend one of the Home Masses. 

Scripture Readings  

 January 3 
Epiphany of the Lord 

January 10 
Baptism of the Lord 

First  
Reading I saiah 60:1-6 Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7 

Second 
Reading Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6 Acts 10:34-38 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 Luke 3:15-16;21-22 

St. Juan Diego Directory 
Fr. John Kerns, Parish Priest  
 email: frjohn@stjuandiego.org 
 phone: 503.533.4541 
Rev. Mr. John Riherd, Deacon  
 email: jriherd@archdpdx.org 
Rev. Mr. Dennis Desmarais, Deacon 
 email: desmarais5@comcast.net 
Kathy Yee, Pastoral & Admin Associate  
 email: kyee@stjuandiego.org 
Bridget Becker, Director of Faith Formation 
 email:bbecker@stjuandiego.org 
Nanette Martin, Office Manager 
 email: nmartin@stjuandiego.org 
Janette Strand, Music Coordinator 
 email: jstrand@stjuandiego.org 
Office:  1280 NW Saltzman Road. Portland, OR 97229. 
Phone:  503.644.1617, call first to FAX 
Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Web site:  www.stjuandiego.org  
Bulletin: Nanette Martin at nmartin@stjuandiego.org 

Thank you for  your generous support of our par ish.  

December 24 & 25 $6974.25 980 People 

December 26 & 27 $3767.97   

Faith Formation 
2010 Schedule:  No class: Jan 3 
   Class:  Jan 10,17, 24, 31 
For complete schedule www.stjuandiego.org/abc.htm  
Confirmation Retreat :  January 8-10, 2010 in Lincoln City.  
Permission slips are required and can be found on the website:  
www.stjuandiego.org/confirmation.htm.  Please turn in regis-
tration forms and payment to Bridget’s Basket or the parish 
office by January 3rd.  We could use a few more chaperones, 
especially to help with transportation.  Contact Bridget if you 
can help, bbecker@stjuandiego.org. 

Called to Protect Safe Environment Training:  Can you 
answer these questions? 

·  What do privacy, access and control have to do with child 
abuse? 

·  Are the majority of child abusers men, women, heterosex-
ual, or homosexual? 

·  Why don’ t most children tell if they have been sexually 
abused? 

·  What are sudden changes in a child’s behavior that par-
ents can watch for that may indicate abuse? 

·  What are the most common ways child molesters violate 
boundaries? 

Please join us at an informative educational meeting, Called to 
Protect for Parents and Families.  It is our goal to educate all 
parish families on steps you can take to protect your children:  
warning signs to look for in adults in our community, and how 
teaching your children boundaries which can help protect 
them when you are not there.   

 Parent meeting: January 10, 2010 

 Time:    11:00– 12:15 
 Location:   Auditor ium of Building 7 

The sessions for children and youth will be as follows: 
·  Middle School and High School Youth—January 24 
·  Kindergarten—5th Grade—January 17. 

SJD Middle School service project.  This 
project was founded in 1993 by Dr. Greg 
Mortensen, author of Three Cups of Tea. 
Proceeds will support his mission to build 
and furnish schools in Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan.  Please consider supporting our 

middle-schoolers as they promote peace through education.  
Donation canisters will be at the entrance of church..  
www.penniesforpeace.org. 

SJD Job Search Group meets on Mondays from 11:30am to 
1pm at the Bethany Village Godfathers.  For information con-
tact Mike Cooney at mike@cooneys.us. All are welcome.. 



 

Feast of Santo Nino:  Mount Angel Seminary, Sat, Jan 16, 
11am.  Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Oscar Solis.  You 
are welcome to bring your statues of Santo Nino. 
Northwest Catholic Men’s Conference:  Feb 26-27, Pendle-
ton Convention Center, Pendleton OR.  Contact St. Mary’s 
Parish at 541.276.3615 or see www.gowestcatholicmen.com. 

Building Campaign Update, December 6, 2009 
 

Visit our Building Blog, www.stjuandiego.org. 
And view the link below  

 

 

 

 

This Christmas Season, St. Juan Diego would like you to 
consider making a gift toward the furnishing of our new 
church.  View our gift catalog and you will find a variety of 
items ranging from $750 to $25.  In looking through the 
catalog as a family, an individual or on behalf of a loved one, 
please consider allocating some of your Christmas dollars to 
help furnish St. Juan Diego’s new church.  A gift acknowl-
edgement that you can put in a stocking or under the tree will 
be sent..  To make your gift, please contact the parish office. 

Thank You!  We have received donations totaling over 
$10,000.  There is stil l time to donate the following items 
from the gift catalog:  Minister’s Ciboria, Minister’s Cup, 
Altar Server Robes & Cintures, Lobby Display Racks, Col-
lapsible Tables, Wooden Easels, Trays.  Please contact the 
office or send in a check noting which item you would like to 
donate.  Thank You for your prayerful consideration and gen-
erosity! 

Construction costs are estimated at $5,150,00 and we have 
received pledges totaling $4,933,928.  The Campaign Con-
tinuation Committee continues to seek new pledges.  Please 
be open to their calls.  If you would like to make or extend a 
pledge please contact Nanette.  We appreciate the generous 
support of all of our parishioners.  Thank you and thank God!   

Do you know someone that wants 
to reconnect with their faith?  Do 
you want to grow in your faith?  
There will be a program just for 
you during Lent.  Look for more 
information on Awakening Faith 
on Awakening Faith Sunday 
February 14!  For more informa-

tion contact Bridget Becker, bbecker@stjuandiego.org. 

Calling all Girl Scouts:  Do you have a daughter who is a Girl 
Scout?  Are you a Girl Scout leader?  Please email Lynn 
Parker, Lynn@iParker.net so she can update the list used for 
coordinating Girl Scout Sunday and other activities.  Thanks 

 
From the Social Justice Committee 

You Can Make a Difference 

 

2nd Sunday of the Month, Jan 10, bring your food 
donations for the offertory collection.  Bring your used 
batteries and the plastics you cannot recycle curbside 

and Social Justice will recycle them for you. 

The Shelter at Orenco Station (SOS) is completing it©s first 
month of operation.  Volunteers from nine churches and the 
local community have logged more than 2500 volunteer hours 
which has enabled more than 600 overnight stays for those that 
would otherwise sleep outdoors or in their cars.  Many generous 
contributions have enabled us to hire  Bruce Friberg from Hills-
boro Presbyterian Church as shelter director for the next two 
months.  This will help tremendously with a more careful  in-
take process  of guests and coordination of more than 300 vol-
unteers.  St. Juan Diego volunteers have done an amazing job.  
Thanks for your continued support.  For more information see 
www.sos-shelter.org. 

The adopt a family program and giving tree for migrant fami-
lies was a huge success.  More than 35 families were helped 
with essentials that made the holidays more comfortable and 
enjoyable.  We appreciate the great spirit of giving that is pre-
sent here.  We are blest to be part of a great parish.  Thanks. 

Social Justice Meeting:  Tues, January 19th, 7pm at the home 
of Ken and Karen David. Call 503-645-0895 for details. 

Roe v. Wade Prayer Service:  Fri, Jan 22nd, 6:00pm, St. Cecilia 
Church, 5105 SW Franklin Ave in Beaverton. 
www.stceciliachurch.org 

3rd Annual SJD Men’s Retreat:  7pm Friday March 5th thru 
noon on Sat March 7th.  Shalom Prayer Center in Mount An-
gel.  Cost is $150 and scholarships are available.  Please con-
tact Dennis Desmarais (desmarais5@comcast.net), Bob Moore, 
Jeff Eirvin, Jerry Casey, John Huelskamp, Mike Wills or Tom 
Quillin for more information.  
Next Baptism Prep Sessions:  Tuesdays, Jan 12, 19, 26, 2010, 
7 – 8:30pm, for parents and godparents preparing to have a 
child baptized in the spring.  There will be no baptisms sched-
uled during Lent (Feb 17 – April 2).  To sign up and to get di-
rections to the meeting sites, email Almira Ko at 
almirako@yahoo.com.  If you have any questions, call Kathy 
Yee at the office, 503.644.1617. 

Around the Archdiocese 

Archbishop’s Retreat, “ On the Priestly Vocation” :  Our Lady 
of Peace Retreat House, Beaverton, January 29-31.  No cost to 
participants.  If you are a single man of 18-50 yrs and have felt 
a calling to the priestly ministry, you are invited to a weekend 
retreat hosted by Archbishop John Vlazny.  Please contact Fr. 
Kelly Vandehey at 503.233.8368 to register or with questions. 


